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Urdu Drama: History, Evolution, and Contemporary Trends

Anwar Magsood
Renowned Pakistani playwright, television host, and satirist.

Abstract

Urdu drama has a rich and diverse history, evolving through various phases from its
origins in classical traditions to modern-day performances. The history of Urdu drama
reflects the socio-political changes in the Indian subcontinent, particularly during the
colonial and post-independence periods. This article delves into the historical roots of
Urdu drama, tracing its development from its inception in the 19th century to
contemporary trends in theatre. The article explores key themes, styles, and contributions
of renowned playwrights in shaping Urdu drama and its reflection of societal norms and
issues. It highlights the shift in themes from classical moral tales to modern issues such as
identity, politics, and cultural integration. Furthermore, it examines the challenges faced
by the Urdu theatre in the contemporary era, including globalization, commercialization,
and digital media's influence.

Keywords: Urdu Drama, History, Evolution, Playwrights, Theatre, Socio-Political Change,
Modern Trends, Contemporary Theatre, Pakistani Drama, Dramatic Literature
=yt

/!:J!JE;Z'VJV£:J'}Lgufﬁul-m:jL;ﬂ/’"!i&@dﬂfﬂuﬁ/é’”/jumﬁr‘a%z:/t‘d? _{!wa!
e TE a1 N e & e 7S Utk 5L B e sl los? s sz JE S AE
Ut deind e Fi ol 60Te nl S35 ATk e B M b

_£lgu{4/#ﬁ4/_~,1/‘@5@;u’.vLwﬂ“(Ltgg,f,"Kaul?%w,Uﬁ/._ﬁﬁ?LL;JA

30l et 1

41


https://nastaleeq.com/

Nastaleeq Vol 01 No 01 (2023)

2 St 28, UleatstlZ e Uk s SLm3Ed el 22126 S 5 i gz 03781008
sy e S d/‘*L,Mwnutmm-mutm&g;gr’j;uf bl KU1 b o Ut e S
_d//gﬁly(f.,glcfJduﬂg/uéy;lu/l

J IAIJ»(}.L.JLT;

Hesid gy gﬂm ﬁ? NP U G L PG Tl ﬂlu:J:@" d. UA’»AL/»J&;W
U B L et - S S35 s st £ 13l S SIE e AP s 3
WETAAL b S SE b tf s pLe 15

SESI SRS 4385 53,8 US 2T SE U3 F LG Som st Ul Bt ler? s G b 13
é:d’/;d}’lb/ d/rlf&lhhuf u?:lyfué/c«l&r"}”éaff}} U’yul,fﬂ'/é.cl/}yu/!uﬁ/u &Q}QT]-& b s
_“V(.U/LE‘/J{)/JU‘;

J&I s 4 i

i St S )&um:/ugu,zug&f ‘&f)w"zmd/w,/.u:;m,i_,)ﬁiuﬁcu:)lﬁi Ve wuﬁu{
et F e Gb Sl 2 U s 2 5L Us A s sl U508 1 P a3 bl T2 (a7
-éLnJLﬁu"auﬁr@&m@muﬁm.ﬁ.u’{&tg

£&}J|LJ@’U|_U.‘.;&M&{,:«LL}S,dnﬂéluluﬁl}qﬁruﬁg(}b’i" a,g#.""ul" ;/"ufdﬁlffid/}f?;ulu’%lf
ug'”mfr/utu?.mwvg)" JP:”J;H-JJJQLj:é—/jl?’/ﬁdf“z’Ju}/ﬁ&/&b”/}’é)ﬁ&j@U}’j/ﬁ-—’/jﬁ)/'
ﬁ‘[ﬁ&@&&,éyuicyuﬁb‘Z.{_/;'Lu’!/:!gdﬁ;y‘J)@.!/g;d/q’}t'{,/)bgfl}L(UMJLﬁuj:))!y‘

g

W58 &S eS8 vt sleedd €S, A Wil gb o et 2L ~Z d/’/ufurm"ug TPy
_d;&ﬁ.@uguﬁuwé}’f? le:,uLgﬁ st il 21 AL et s S ee L 1S

s fEebasaiossns¥id Z($aT .2

42



Nastaleeq Vol 01 No 01 (2023)

I 30 LTIk B Gl e 2 2 P B LA G S e s s st £ ST
G QI s dms 1 480 Jud el Bl tehorisr & e 1int et L s w5
S e U6 Gl E B o et s 1538 p 29 g F G ot St LT f L3

ifop /“wg/ UL B il Ml los? o 2 sl Loy (,JJ s Yy

7 l4¢l/5u/l(u|;'4,¢fﬂ.j

L § Ut s § 36 P Sa ot £ L 1947 w520 pe i bsni esin s
/512_/0&1/&11}0’,‘47}} g@bfu/!J/))J!-.qu?:/c«l;l&L,Jjul&@iU!Lgbf;uLuﬁ’ugflgﬁw
Gif il Sl e S

_6@/6{9Jablﬁdy&;;!J&“J&tﬁ:dﬁgaw&wuﬁu%u:(u?ugg@f!é_guﬁmuﬁ;:iémﬁﬁ
;&u:;:i‘[ﬁj,fd/@ﬁdﬂ@fuéfmd/pzLuu;nwﬁﬂéﬁﬁwuyusﬁ" (:'Jw"m" S
_l/f.fjg Jﬁc«l&}‘.‘y‘AUUU/LLl/ﬁ’»/!Lééuy‘uiu]Uﬂjﬁﬂr;QCé@r.:«l)L»;;’/’) 330 15l m

K ld/ uwutﬁ,auid;/‘

NS DS Srer 8 ug}(LUj}M’é_—u}Z;? LTE’_V//?U%.AU?ﬁ’m.{ufg}d/c,l/fu/lp! Z T
S 4 st IS S 595

25 ) N
PO b Lrapind pebsr St PO PV Uy, e S PRV Y It
L T e fon il 2 2d urs Lot ST el flor S G i n
el eaiSe i L 830

ShJE 2
e I8 L E B AL yus ke | 3L e (ol .,{U::_uf;m(d}uﬂ
LSS58 338 S e Som st so Qe UL DS e N e URFE S

@JIU/ &Al’ Ll o9 s

43



Nastaleeq Vol 01 No 01 (2023)

d’)u! (}}Li U oy U7 e a3 Lol ﬁf"d _dfugu(" Sy o~ _,,J'“U:!aln:‘f‘ e e sad ot & $aT
el A1 e JEIIT Hom s J1i S 3 (e 1051

elbyrz |1
slostle E 1Sl wler® v 25 OF Qs ke ao S Les G e e 13 & ol Lo
LA s ST ST (53 £ s f oo £ 15 oSS sts S35 e
et eSS e BId Foe P il LI

drdod 2
SustsS sl ls s Fettd U § o /’/Luué',uﬁa_éiﬁ KE S s
@/“); 2L .,,Mau,s,,,’u,gx%f uruw‘z;‘f/,tu/sirum;w_éf ;,,“puﬁ)l}l&;ﬁ.{/mél/f
A J/b:»/ff S iina s 2..,,140{"? P L ) AL AT U LS

e blssie Jalti504 3

S S Uk S s £ 10 2 2nse e T o S A1 sie 2 e 53 e 15 T
e WS e s E S UEE G S e rsd s s ot S S e S L i i G
u/iU!/;;Jirﬁt'.éag&,!:’/:/w7|f/ﬂ:&ﬁf&{,{&b/@c..dj“!uglfzv_!é_.»!/fuﬂéyruwLu’l

L B S See §s P e e S AR S 1

/&lﬂfyul&)"}g

& & ) : < . & b
I e tinrlcibiinzy Sy F vl ip -t Cnedi et AL U mGHE o tiins
fo P ~ ” b . .
wré,u—"qm.,,:‘gé P2 B AT IS eSS s dBen L pE e 1372 Mgl S S &
ceblleS i L1

AL S v L A1 el LI I Ber Poo Skl S e A0
L e ISP SIAE 6 Sk el G Uk = AR BRY VY LRV 4
S A e $F 0t K Z e idi A e S /j/ Ju,ﬂ.uv/g_s/;/ Ny

FE E eon S

44



Nastaleeq Vol 01 No 01 (2023)

FJ)J&V}‘.’}”,&A?L‘,&LK

_+uwsuﬁ — j/&/ﬁu’!a;u%‘au@/ﬂ!u{l‘}w Yy Jal&}‘"}”&g@@l&ﬁf‘ﬁl‘uﬁ & 13331
}’Jﬁdﬁumg};/wauﬁruuﬂwVtgyfui’%/ayu&wnaw”u?z:u)m@uﬂu:umbmﬁuf
_‘L%}'ZJC"

ot & A1 U 3 a St S s st P S O 1 ama® JLa QU S B i 2
S LS [ SLnGe I LEAT F P S af o Sl ey

J/;,uﬁwlK@T_‘adé_é_owrﬁuyf&y’lm&?&wcd;uf .5 Susise 4J’u(§tz7muj,z
_LLL“/(/(lg!ue/[a/)ﬁd/d;!ﬂd/gulu;}.iJ}Vu},@‘at’/ég:(agﬂé!&w

f&: uf?u:( V1YY 9913 3T 4o

ulﬁgjy:ﬁfﬂ}/ﬂlcquﬁw_ujé uio/?’é L@ul(j]d/u’lﬁ‘gbﬁVgﬁj“)"(jfu:/uuﬁ}”égubul
-u,?J/L«»‘z:d?l/.le‘xﬂ,ygul

S L 1
(}f'“/“ugjui‘urus’L,?,J_ww&L;“_u:zéb;/.;m&’4/9»55;£J1Lﬁfw/d/;’/5;)/u
e b P S S e e Qe G el Lt 3045 118

BE e .2
e 87 :ungng./?;g%J ogxpawgvc,w;%-éa,t»uq _{!J £ Sas St e
_LLBW“L"»&!/“};/?{}/ JuJLﬂjjﬁ;/!Lg,Jgu_LLB@n/L AT a2

Lo sne 3
Kl U1 Usib oo psse P PR N AR e ik S Sl Fr
St Il b Gl S § Al S TR LG PU Tt tos S ol
N

45



Nastaleeq Vol 01 No 01 (2023)

eWIinF il fe 4
Soird 7 538 29 nGE 0d LUk szt Tk e S teifo fe
_La&nu.,é;{cakﬁ/uglfgjlul:‘ao:LJJ/

Ao S S /‘bﬂ(}l‘k@b/gubul

e S e S e mBE ALK e 2o 3 L STE T L2 2 iins
L o i Lo ST S Uiz Gl Ba ol 3287 S 228 1issnd il S
e UG KU ( For e Qb fes g fLad el SI7 23

I3 d g e (289

SOl 2 ek AL S At st . G B b2 =385 e it £ JE S, Ut
OTILE,F o UPE e A U e K b L e i B8 02 01 B oiS K
_ujéﬁf%/‘}ig/u

Lﬁgfi}{/ﬂu;’@u&&u%wﬁé 1947{,/}5045:‘4&-(1)1/1)/0’)// Uf/:;J;‘«}au'}J!LLIJjuJI
GF Gt I S Gt i 18§05 8o pisssleciecroae 2os Qe Ut usdof e PSS
Il L1 };Lliéo}l’ﬁm;ﬁtﬁ

< Ql, ABIG, E3YAG, it e e S el dd S e
LUt pf Qe an UK Z e fe § 09 LIt 18 & L e lor? -l alor?
—JCS e, L, e SudiRd, <6 ot o B i1z

JT¥ (}; &Skl s5a3

W8 flordUstibec o6 b & 1333 LKL S 20 e L1 yemd . Tolf Usk e G i atissi
-§.g/lg!/a/5/d/&f uﬁu‘/)!ujé_woﬂﬂfz:u;/ﬁ(}”Lﬁl/}lu:«yu

46



Nastaleeq Vol 01 No 01 (2023)

5% Qssige .1
GHGP LA §35 27 gl 5 0 Qe tilos UGk 250 e 15
Sk 256 2o Sl 5L e ndoa WO e L3 F et e o §ugs/
_Kgfuﬁf%ﬁnJJ’LJbuu,@m%wﬁ

JLLS5 2
BT 3G ples® s 22 3 Qb sl (2"7 SE 1P VT f Lo L 13 280 e 1
el st Ge AL el S0P mede SUs S & L ute o oS
b B LTS st St S

Sl 3
—e L LS A sl b e st S IS 6 U5 PSRNy
e AL =t § l;»’%,’/ e FE ui‘uru%;tﬁr#.-»lﬁ& bessl, §/608 8, =n f
gy bl =3P Sl gL /ff S17 2 5L urisuSsestsd. 2

S LUzt 4
el A Fo QL 2l B ey 2508 fomst, SRS, FLoQibictissn
=S d/&i{,al&/réuﬂ /',ﬁ” e ezt e BT s UM s OFE 2 e 15
PN uf R s

oo

u&&tﬁ@ué,u/smu:;uf&d,wqrén_g/ Sl BTl e T R in i SRy
il losP i 2ot e s il E§oTT AT, At S 56 S Uk a? B 5B 28 g 0l st
AL AMEIE st SN s LT WG gzl § et flad ford U 2 Te et
G U s s d Tostee VK6 T LIt Gl QI 28 Ubnado gt S F U S, JIGA S e

YRV Y-Nl

eIy

47



Nastaleeq Vol 01 No 01 (2023)

LS I ). A 140K1990). Sl .

SRS i TGS Lt 80 K2005). Ay .
AT AT, S B b EH2012). &2 sesl .
G el e 13 A2010). sy .

_/“:6’1)5 Kt et ge A H2018). Uglack .

o VU LG A g 1505A2015). G 3 .

S AVl SETh e LinnesX2007). Muétig )

I LI, M S50 e 130K 2013). F ez .
K PG A e e 13 (199T). Hoests .

d@)l/JT&/}fgid@}’/. J(/G//’/’c;/ﬂ(,{b;/’/.MJI”ZL//,@J/(2011). 41:'4'):? °
-4

-Ji u,(/g/.Z/nU. U/b,/&p/&?w'z;//‘:;»//f})/(zooo). JC’*"Cib °
~S oKl ui!/'/ el i A2014). du’.réus .

st bt L L TL S H2009). L) .
SEFGLS e B L6 150 A2010), Adalt .
- '/“E‘:..JJ&:J[, T(U-f". %}/J/t'zlyx‘d/&é/é_bfu/KZOOS). fj’ccﬂ} °

g . A i i it 12013). Hleesls .

A5 NG G b e L K2008). (et .

By ﬁdf_wf’é) |ul>@:;gl’ru/!. &zﬁ,f/(:ggz/p/&féufu/(ZOU). Jl}::(.?m °
AL IF G IR i HR015). i .

3 AR el st T f St 3 A2016). s .

48



