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Cultural Identity in Urdu Novels of the 19th Century: An In-depth
Analysis

Dr. Syed Imran Ali
Department of Urdu, Karachi University

Abstract:

The 19th century marked a significant turning point in the development of the Urdu novel
as a literary genre. During this period, the Urdu novel not only evolved stylistically but
also played an essential role in shaping and reflecting the cultural identity of its time. This
article explores the representation of cultural identity in the Urdu novels of the 19th
century, focusing on the intertwining of socio-political, cultural, and colonial influences
that shaped the narrative style and themes. The study examines prominent works such as
Mirat-ul-Uroos by Syed Ahmed Khan, Umrao Jan Ada by Mirza Hadi Ruswa, and Bazm-
e-Aman by Maulvi Nazir Ahmed, and investigates how these novels portrayed issues of
gender, society, colonialism, and the emerging national consciousness. Through this
analysis, the article explores the role of literature in constructing and negotiating cultural
identity in the context of a rapidly changing colonial society.

Keywords: Urdu Novels, Cultural Identity, 19th Century, Colonialism, Gender, National
Consciousness, Literary Analysis

Ryt

SnB S Lo L 73 beiii 2l JTUk s AIUA S Uit e Sae )
U YIS S A TE 13 Flor ) B 5 2 2 U G s W ol S S Uit
Ku);uﬂ,,{é,dumﬁu:&f; Uit S K Usles L3047 S U ian LS a3 14826
Sae ot L LS LG G2t UI IS pntler it s i S L S

s S ﬁlutJ:@ Sesttg it l

30


https://nastaleeq.com/

Nastaleeq Vol 02 No 01 (2024)

s FEsbasal.
u;.h/ﬁ Ju’&lg}/ J;L‘»Jl

/“ugju:.,;uuu‘&?‘;m_él’j et A e & sl st s £ Sao 51 FE sk s
M”nu’/u‘fuﬁm’g/ué.,muuug,g,?‘uffug,ggﬁj;l:dy‘fvuﬁavgeug‘fwmfdﬂﬁ
SIS S5 20 U sz sebls, £ e b ot G S sF u:’{’ S, st sl 6

VS enad o

Seo 1o o S F A LB B peio s deler s G a e ot s A SIS s
_leg&;g;u‘{{,U}gw|L’u7.k‘u!:c¢gc«b’:;f,,/la}‘!ul)/gcjfif

Ur’/(}/&b*u!;«yuu(/»éu&lﬁruleﬁugLfJ/&g/é/}}/:wA'(1719) (_ﬂ}/}/é{juﬁu}}t»/l‘avé,qu’l
S Sar s ifie S o7 Qs 8 1 EIASE AL A ks i I N G5
ndss, J/ff SIF 2 i AT g 58 O abasil 2

J—Udsk‘sul(f f

uﬁug;uﬂu!-f»g(f UIE sl s Uk f e 1 U W2 L Uil et Sl f S Jstasi
USRI S sty ST e b e S s UL e

bl 1

J;L'Ku!_dncfﬁ%uui‘A’ﬁq;g&u@,;umtgJ/“}Juwéu‘ué.;LpMui‘,,)umuuju,
Lot Lo b1 sk el S5 B LUt r 8 n(1869) 21
/,;‘M;Jﬁ;@uwg.u«u:d,uéu’_gi:u:;m;ww,&jﬁ» JUC‘JJJU,’(L;» d S

W e pusksr d o

Iy iS22 .2

31



Nastaleeq Vol 02 No 01 (2024)

y{a///U:l:/ﬂ"vKuLU;{oJlu;g ugu'.f*}lu/li.ux;? :ujvgc;u'.fu;/é'dﬁt'f?cc)}/!l//d)lﬂ]/f
_‘guyfd/cal, d/rli'» L}/:'l:wLu’l/;!u’;l)l’d/:ufuﬁJJL’J!_9Wg/P uﬁuht’d‘?ﬂ{d/u/l( 1905) s/
_'L:(Lf.:’f‘L&Jﬂj%g[%!)gL{@/ft}&’/)i&&')J/)’u}ﬂja;:b/‘g_s-awu:@J@?J///

2igx8dy 3

///'AJ:L' Kuﬂ_k%{./gv P ..«Q/J:L::;/!Lux;? :ujd’lﬁ e uﬂjdﬁt‘jl/&.lLng:u!il(.).‘u’:’/
dlfcatéﬂ"@u&!u:///z.f Tt g QB1A Gl Ut U7 43 sk F WellgEo1301(1869)
_‘glﬁi//(&?ﬂ!Vgﬂuffg;!»/!dulc&@/@;/?J/V(}/&buﬂalaU/i

LU LR ST Pl BE S Ut 1 L8037 d oo Ssbanics 2 2 s 3 i i
_E.Lff;(:/.l::f&ug:(._}f"u’lul&ﬁ;!/!;/ﬁlgjﬁ@)[ Z st

S0 i7 - U)’;L‘;ulé:dﬂg[ 12,
&Cﬁé’. l‘n"}J;lu’ ;’/Jl‘il /

J/;Luuju,uﬁJ,tu!-9wgf/ﬁuﬁuﬂ,u~ﬁw’é’ﬁuL;;/!&+J;L~/f’ Kb 21(1869) o 151,
uﬁu?y@(f@%/’ug@v{!uﬁL///’J/;//_U15/“u[u’54_~,5£ﬁ056zj.»‘Lm,ﬁgffL?ﬂ/(Ls»&hnfn"ju@fli
S U533 F o sl BB e b Fords sz

d&qf&ﬂéoﬂﬁ.&;ﬂgg L 19 LO8 L 13 Msssid e P S Urkn Bﬁb»ui‘dwm’guu/w
AESASASSE 1 =S Itz S ﬂf‘m,%ni‘&g e flosstmsinl S
3 2or st $o TS Ui f o 2 o B £ 2o g St o i W 3 FF S U flo s

S5, - Szl =g bl

Sl Gl LlosTellost 1

32



Nastaleeq Vol 02 No 01 (2024)

[E;Li?ulJ/L/&VuﬁJ:UJ!_%WV?ﬂ st Glotsle 7 A6 ot 2 e b6y s §)s 2(1905) Lealetos
Ll:d'-/l:/l/K;:L@‘{,l‘ad/:«glug/:'l;u:!:r&'»&k’éulrﬁyZ:uflfu'.f &}@k}VLg{diffﬁjdﬁal)@
e FSukuendz

uif¢_//l;¢3/:'l.vZrlﬁ‘ca/fuga}_ujZLLa?!aUlr4(U»&;bfZ:u::liéu'éoﬁ%d/ulg;l/!uﬁd:tul
e WO PP Lt piosf 338 S e Homnd Uk S1-e o e & L ST
ST S lI3B iU 4Gk AL A L LS 56 S d o SUTf S 2 s 2 s L1ty
LS UAT S UL U8 et medinn foe S TS G0 E a1t ol 186

-‘aoﬁ’i’bgd/&l}ﬁd"ﬂ SR

23 7S F U Iy

u:dnwé.ﬂ{);dﬂr“gf et w36 17 U S s Wik sl AL 1 £ 09 (1869) o 17
JL‘%/.’;@ SU A G sl bt §15 45 Ku!_g/lgl//!ﬁ!dﬁf?u(.:,;‘b»»/m!u(;,g4‘)/&0?}/;!;@115!:&.&*
weS

2SN S - )J)J{.ugf/’),.»)'(} /“L;A/,"Ju‘éu‘(f’j 26 s Gl LIl Jh s
d/;ﬁﬁwudjgu)ﬁmuuﬁunzgui‘(upjJfb»ﬁhgﬁ.uwLuu_+fJ¢idf4¢J;/J.;L;M/,muu?
Jmmz:%g@;ﬂK.;y,/@/“bz&l:»mm;)@dww:m’gﬂ{).‘f%u(@;w%muﬁ(/"d}///g_%

YA ARSI

sleBh U1 P S T i S Lo LS e S b bt Sl 5 2 2 Ut o Tl 5y
g e 2ot 3 Fon it £ 30336 ) S/ a5 St Uit Kuion 37 S e For gl et
-‘L/D/“ L/K/lﬁl

j:;.
36 Ut i L ul;/w-‘al;(y/ﬁcu;%}Jﬁ;/.pu/réatéwﬁu:um,midy it
20854 $ATE T a9 F e Gl St oot et 4§13 2 S 2 #6 o L s Lo lhot sl 32

33



Nastaleeq Vol 02 No 01 (2024)

S SF E3386 L2 5L 1 ol w8 o3 § 17 U o i 1 g5 S
_u,?a"_/d‘?K&;‘Z!u(u))U;)/l‘;ﬂf@Tﬁcgﬁfuf}%ﬂé&ﬂi@ﬂuﬁ..a;l»/lﬁ.u))t

Ui G’ st 13,
714);’3?»1!( >

e 6T b Cs g Udess 4ot P et IS b S G (1052 L A189bs S ae
J}L’»/LLlf;«!j!;/uéz:/!ﬁ!&;‘b»nlc‘yu:&@&D)M,ﬁgdifu;fb?d}@i/}i(ﬁb’d/;.ccq/vpi
‘l;uf..g:.ufc«(ﬂ}}"("luf,.,)ld:/uJ!JfKZ_/ug/ol)"ld:.“«;/L*;“luf

e S (47 sl U Hlor Wit 1 o P LW e Ugialiasd el 2 Uit s
Losd e PETITY U Ui P Sl Ut s h 8 LBt e P E 1T for S 1 2 0
A 2 BESI 47 1e A e ool 2or Ul e tT B 506 e 51 Lo ot 1 s 051 2 U B2

- u/;/?/;bifliLuUuuﬁrwjé lor Qs ind e LN s s Koo it S U SEL

A LSS S W s I P 2 o /“M(é”“ G e a0 LSl Uttt £ 1
Sotfen ettt forltnnd £ e el 1L ek s gedt§ 2 44 b g U
L& v LLAE Sk a G w Sl 2560 T W L2 Udsensdd i il f iy

IAE

J}"éd;’.ﬂlw/‘.d"j‘?

Wi G AL UPE i i RS s e A5 47 LI ABTE ] Flordsned_ ol
G Ut e Sl A G 47 U o enS 36 20 Ut W U A1 U Ut et i o g
43@%&@0&*/:5@&0/6fo‘lyékpmtoyuéﬁu@/‘w

&Vzﬁ'gﬁ?tfc«/fvgij—u’ﬁ&lﬁfuw/UﬁJ}L’J'-Jﬁw@’ﬂ!u{!Ju%u‘!z'_lr/d)wJ/;uﬁ s o) 1
Qs Lids s b b el f d/’*mﬁﬁdzﬁwwd@tgn/u-@%uﬁ)’hfvL_wh»?ﬂ/_:éf

34



Nastaleeq Vol 02 No 01 (2024)

L,»";‘u?m(:w 4> ,1193%,5& LG L il /‘,:u-‘a&/’/ SESUAE It Lt
_‘gd/bﬁvgol}{ﬁ‘uﬁﬁ_/d}g(ﬁ[al}‘l

Lt F 4 e e 2af Gond® es6 LA L ek b U St/ 56 St Ui .
2l 33 L s LA B S 265 2or 32 20 AT NS A1 b AT L ss
_QJ})/VQJU‘;L&@'JUJZ/{(I

AP GF e LIt 251 2 o e T b G AU U e 0 182 T il i 37
ZT2LE nFE s derinedlr Lo Bloei S S ayind ForQlans L 22 33 5 o
_Jf@Lc«l}‘léc«;}Wlu,J/L“u/c«/)/J'&*’(

SBGET A i Pk 4 O L 66 sl B o9P GF Ui s F 5
)J/b.«)l»/lé:dﬂq:)’fﬂé.d@d//?’éd}ulu%g@kﬂuﬁU}J:U;J/!‘Jy/dzkgé%]!ﬂ(ﬁéL&gd}/;lcjﬁﬁ
- Jf/}(JL/(JaZ.{_/)'L_.«;!/c«l&)l’;d”lf?LJ!A!&)C/.l(’ug

,.5?

L S I AUt TS E DS ST o £ 56 U AN sk
JW&/L’:“!J/;L?)UM{{_ALU}J:L‘Ul-%t‘/ﬂlj'mf,{fdfd/gjfw;Jl:ﬂ“ 556/,!3/“w£/,)u’!u:‘7
B Ll estBEmd Hodeana ol JE L7785 LA 2 L L3 Fe

Jlt{-[}s l‘f}uub/ 1 u.’: 1#4.
2PSENB U N Lo 5

S48 flor 3P e B8 S Lt e d o B L1 2 2 s KNS U0 LS e 55
G 381k Fas 00 S LA QPGS 5 P sk st St S b
B SE LU S B St d S P& 2 F S L Ugsns

35



Nastaleeq Vol 02 No 01 (2024)

Lt W 1 e, (}” SEIP U505 4 J.L»Lumnff” SEIP Yo 21 ae ST
wgc;l/:!gjlgl/ca!/:'!éﬁ&‘);yufdi’]d/c«/fLuui!g-yﬁ%uféﬁué::’//!;/&k’/:!d/@;id/o/f
_cg/gjibu%d/u"}v’%!ucff‘,q{/}

W SE st A1 UES I 1 Ll s Gl sl Bttt S s L1313 JSA1 22 lesTlost 1L 51
La/fuﬁJ;L~J1Llr/-9rfd/&JJ&El?&uw’lz:uu,;&;g;;,,ﬂtfuf,;ufé_;ww,Ldﬂq/j’
WO EBE Gl L1 2 2 =8 1 S U s 2 2l Qg 575

SSEnSE TS TS L LS

At Se S L1

u!ulﬁlﬁ’l.ﬂer/ufc//b»ﬁ...g/uf!fufzuul_‘gfdlf[jiudﬁ%?&%Juflfufd);t’»;!édﬂujrfl
O Pom st il 2 AU gasb L jus 2L Js il o o 3 2or S U108 EUg s ansk ot 500 €
_uggjlla&!{'/?gfayu

I AES oS 13 I WV e i 2 1 220 Qe i 2 S 03 L i1, L o 14
fu/gw;/?.;yJ!Luuiw-%k@ﬁ@?La,f'fé/%imuuf‘dué‘%r.Quﬁ’!ﬁg@u/)uﬁ’/?/#:i
S S 1§58 S b £ SUKIP oomiz oo S F 15

2 5L NS L esl SIS J:/i/ o gZens SIS N U BT RIS S YL
/:!c:a?'rd)|JTd/c«/fuﬁu’|-u3(}Tuﬁr)l..aja’(/Lz_/»%@Wlf&!;’&dﬂfﬁ&«&b/&k‘@/(f/fl;qlé/)
-‘Lg@uﬁfﬁﬁruynéfgﬁ/‘w

G QBT L 0% 1815 oy 1830 flore sy Kb QL 2 2 2o G S5
U}J:L'»/lL/uJ!_ujg//ég f/rtb(}/“bﬁt_/{ﬂu?aﬂ&ﬁ U:L//’)J’J“%’J/‘JU;‘U.?Jﬂvéd/&a
AT E Uk S S L5

.9.:.;.

.

LSS B L1352 2 U W gl LS s S L N3 oo A a5

36



Nastaleeq Vol 02 No 01 (2024)

Ul st E o 31 S e S arsie S s /“bmu_»,u“;&(f’j FUFSEHT e En L
L LGP S e Pt L2 5L B S U B8 w5102 d (515
LA IS T2t/ 56 S ATE e G St L 1P o o de St s o ime S

e e

~oUe

&85l S BT U G152 2 367 e o A1 =3B 7 Ut a £ S )
&2 o llol Gl sl e S 1 2 uﬁgﬁg;ﬁfu,jg@;}&,{!éﬂ}mmu:'/,;m‘lg@@/u’f
WU S e S ebool st 2 P A ot 232 § 20 10 o a2 o JE o
47 I PRI Y TS 2o a7 S o b v e 3 forSe st Lioolion 1)

Swee St j«ﬂ.@é Ll fe %ﬁ£a¢W|4/}Ju‘fﬁfy Sesz

=i

St ani— 125, (1869) st

g lorftent (1905) i3 gy s

P FFstion o (1869)$dveys o

ol QU352 04 7 et i " B e bttt e S5 (199 T) - sl @
_145-13243)25

Sl EF I T A P A 2009) 0 s JE o

RIS IS B e e ST e i Q00 D)okl @

P Bl e STt (Q008) - A Sa @

-218-20542)1847 @Q;@Q!Qﬁ-y&/f'y” 1 " A ey 4 T(2012)- P6S 047, @

RSN AT Wy Hoe st ie st s fam o201 Dol

70-541290lllborss. s o 7~ (f7 S S 1P L 1 (2018 le

[ J
_yifmg”;mu-,;iw%’"éﬁwyu"%/_wwwmw.(201o>_; e e

37



Nastaleeq Vol 02 No 01 (2024)

STl Qoo YUt fe i 1 (2005)- 3Ny @

P g8 s G - F T G151 (201 3)- bl @

o MAQE 3ot S LY Lt 1P Tt 1" (2016) s 0

- /“:d’UL;JL ST yiaTe Wl_u%fg;}/&mww?z)bl//_(zo 18)-a?S 2 o
_98-85:(4)22‘;,’9&75.,;1%/’:_% Gl o U 2 Q01 DJfesgts
IR I Y b P e AU S e Q01 D)= Bk

B G AT et 2015) S o

B G A T A bl S Q0N TS0

_/“:d/ %S’/Vrul‘fg stlesFe i 2”007’54%’7”'”/'7‘”747?’// 20200z o

38



